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Golf 2014
Helping out the vets
MikE Godard
Strikes n’ Strokes editor
July 2013

There are many excellent programs for vet-
erans. One such program involves the great 
game of golf. The Millman N.R.G. Founda-

tion (pronounced energy) stands for No Restric-
tions Golf. What’s unique about this organization is 
that it’s not just for veterans.

“Our primary clientele is veterans with physical 
or cognitive disabilities (like PTSD),” said Justin 
Comstock, spokesperson for the foundation.

“But we will work with anyone with any disabil-
ity,” he added. “We also work with kids. 

“It’s a cool program,” added Comstock, who 
worked under founder Scott Millman at Bean Steel 
in the Southeast Michigan area. Scott co-found the 
organization with his wife Teresa.

Scott is a USGTF Master Golf Teaching Pro-
fessional with more than 25 years of playing and 
teaching experience. 

“After meeting years earlier with an amputee, 
Scott knew exactly how he wanted to use his skills /Courtesy photo

Eddie demonstrates the versatility of the single rider 
cart.

New ownership looking forward to golf course venture

Tee it Forward!!!
Try it; you might like it
MikE Godard
Strikes n’ Strokes editor
July 2013

The object in golf is to get the 
ball in the cup with a mini-
mum of strokes. So why, 

why do many golfers beat them-
selves up by playing tee boxes that 
are not really designed for them.

Is it ego? Pride? 
Because everybody else does?
I was one of them . . . big time!!!!
I can remember not too long ago, 

that I used to always play from the 
back tees. I wanted to play like the 
pros. Whether it was Apple Moun-
tain, the Sawmill, Fortress or even 
Ubly Heights at 7,003 yards from 
the tips, I wanted it.

After a while, that gets old. I am 
hitting 3-woods in trying to reach 
the greens on my second shots on 
par-4s or a driver on par-3s. 

SEE FORWARD,  Page 16
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MikE Godard
Strikes n’ Strokes editor
February 2014

Kimberley Oaks has changed 
hands. The closing of the deal 
isn’t completely official, but the 

new owners are excited about 
taking over the course. 

“We all have different talents 
that together we think can make 
this work,” said Megan Schlicker, 
one of the owners. Also involved 
in the new ownership of the St. 

Charles’ 18-hole golf course are 
Edward and Lynn Taylor. The 
Taylors are the owners of Taylor 
Trophy and Awards. Melanie and 
Robert Novak are also part own-
ers.

SEE NEW OWNERS,  Page 5
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www.emeraldgolfcourse.com

Check out our website
Strikes n’ Strokes will be posting golf reviews throughout the 
summer at www.strikesnstrokes.com. Also check out a couple 
of links to Southeastern Michigan golf news and reviews. Our 
reviews will be on the front page of the website. We have some 
reviews from last year still on the front page. Check out the Sagi-
naw, Bay and Midland Bowler of the Week and honor roll scores. 
State Tournament scores will also be updated on a weekly basis.
Also, check out our many PDF links that have pictures and/or re-
sults from many of the tournaments that have been completed. ♦

Contest for our readers

We want your help

We want your input and we will reward two lucky readers with a dozen 
of Titleist Pro V1s. 

First, we want to know which of our golf course advertisers that you 
visit from the opening of the 2014 season to Aug. 31, 2014. Send us a note 
to either our Strikes n' Strokes Facebook Page or to strikesnstrokes@
hotmail.com about your experience on your golf including the day you 
played. Everytime time you play one of our advertiser courses and you 
send us the information, it gives you an entry into our contest. 

The second way you can win is to take a picture from a tee box and an-
other near the green. Send us those pictures to either our Facebook Page 
or email address (See above). Include the hole number and course. For 
every set of pictures we get, will give you an entry into that contest. We 
may even use it for our Where am I?

Although we are located in the mid-Michigan area, there are many 
golf feature stories that are interesting to all golfers alike. Send us pic-
tures of your fundraiser, golf outing and/or information of an interest-
ing story you like to share. We would like to hear from you.Mike Godard/Strikes n' Strokes

Johnny Burke (right) and his "first wife Genevieve" took a break at 
the 2013 Johnny Burke Children'sFoundation "Golf for Kids" Fund-
raiser at the Bay City Country Club. This year's event is scheduled 
sometime in June and also will be at the Bay City Country Club - for 
the fourth straight year.
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See what’s new for 2014.

It’s the  

21st Annual
Mid Michigan

Golf Show
Saturday, March 1, 2014
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

ADMISSION IS FREE!
In The Great Hall 

Valley Plaza Resort
5221 Bay City Road, Midland, MI

Golf vendors from all over Michigan.

• Over 50 Golf Courses Represented
• Equipment

• Great Door Prizes
• Register to Win a Summer of Golf

Cross this course off 
my bucket list
MikE Godard
Strikes n’ Strokes editor
April 2013

Green Fees: $495
Caddy fee: $80
Tip for caddy: $50
The experience of playing Pebble Beach: Priceless

Okay, the above saying is much overused. However, Pebble 
Beach is the Holy Grail of golf; the top of the Bucket list for 
many golfers - and one for me. Who would have thought back 

in 1919 when the course opened up, that would it stand to the test of 
time. And, become the shrine that it has become.

Unfortunately, unless you spend money for a two-night stay at the Pebble 
Beach, it’s hard to get on the course. That’s one of the few ways, you can 
play Pebble Beach with an advance tee time. 

And without buying into a package or being a PGA member or to be a 
member of a couple of California organizations, you have to be flexible and 
lucky.

So I planned our getaway around Pebble Beach. That’s because, in order 
to get a tee time without the lodging, you have to call in the day before, at 8 
a.m. and ask if there were any times available.

Two weeks before leaving for California, I called Pebble Beach to get the 
exact information on numbers to call for tee times. When talking with the 
sale representative she asked me what days we were going to be in the area. 
Right away, she told me our first full day was booked but there were a couple 
of possible tee times available on the second day, and the third day it was 
wide open. SEE PEBBLE,  Page 7

Looking back from the No. 6 fairway, you can see the outline of one of 
the most famous holes in all of golf - No. 18 at Pebble Beach.
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and knowledge.” Comstock said. “He enjoys 
giving back to the community and felt that it 
was a perfect fit. Golf could become a perfect 
therapeutic tool.”

According to Comstock, studies show thera-
py like equine therapy or swimming can help. 

“Anything with motion can help people with 
injuries,” he added. 

“Whether you are a post-injury golfer or just 
picking up the game after an injury, we have 
the technology and the tools to help them golf 
again or teach them the game.”

One of those tools is the use of SNAG (Start 
New at Golf) equipment. The equipment is 
a cross of mini golf meets regular golf using 
oversized clubs, SNAG balls similar to a tennis 
ball and hook and loop targets that can be used 
anywhere - inside or outside.

According to the website 
www.norestrictionsgolf.org, the Millman 
N.R.G. Foundation has partnered with the 
Michigan Paralyzed Veterans of America 
(MPVA) to introduce those individuals with 
disabilities to the game of golf. The Millman 
N.R.G. Foundation conducts their clinics at 
various locations in and around the Detroit 
area. The clinics are free to all participants and 
donations are always welcome.

 “We teamed up with Gary Tanner of the 
American Legion in one of the Dearborn 
branches,” Comstock said. “They work with 
Michigan’s returning and wounded warrior 
program. They do a retreat. When you have 
been gone for a couple of years and come back, 
you can have a disconnect with your families 
and society. Now, they can apply for a program 
and go up to Treetops, go spend time with their 
family and re-connect.”

“It’s not just the individuals,” he added. “We 
want to help with the support base for the vet-
erans. We have a great relationship with Tree-
tops where we can send the veteran up there, 
the kids have the water park and mom has the 
spa.”

Tanner’s group was also responsible for an-
other tool that has helped out the NRG group.

“He helped us get a single-rider golf cart,” 
Comstock said. “We now have a fully funded 
state of the art golf cart that is designed for 
someone that needs a little extra assistance 
possibly due to a spinal cord or lower extrem-
ity injury. It is completely ADA compliant and 
golf course friendly.”

The cart has a seat that can swivel 90 degrees 
and can also tilt up to a more golf-like posture.

“There are a lot of resources out there,” he 
said. “It’s just getting them to the veterans. Ev-
erything we do for the veterans is free.”

The nonprofit organization has been primar-
ily working with veterans in the Detroit area. 
Once a month, they hold a free clinic at the 
John Dingel VA hospital in downtown Detroit.  
It’s been such a resounding success, they now 
want to expand.

“We would like to grow this up here (Lake 
Orion or Lapeer County),” Comstock said. “We 
have a great following in the Detroit area.. We 
have what we call ‘repeat attenders.’ The vet-
erans love it and keep coming back.  They just 
eat it up. But there are more veterans across the 
state that have a need for us and can’t make it 
down here.

“That’s why we want to expand,” he added. 

“If there is a course that wants to donate range 
time or their course for our program, we have 
the capability to bring the equipment to them. 
We don’t make it difficult.”

The Millman NRG Foundation strongly en-
dorse helping out the veterans.

“We need to support these guys,” Comstock 
added. “They put their lives and limbs on the 
line. They are the ones that give us our free-
dom. It’s only right that we can show support. 
We are here to provide a support base for them. 
To let them know they have help available to 
them and to let them know they still have peo-
ple that care about them.”

Anyone interesting in providing support to 
the Millman NRG Foundation can do so by 
monetary donations, golf equipment or even 
by volunteering their time. For information 
contact Justin Comstock at 248.462.3607 or 
email justin@thesimpleworldofgolf.com. ♦

fore
 

The purpose of our foundation is to make the game of golf more accessible to individuals with 
disabilities focusing on wounded and returning veterans. We not only work with those that 
have physical disabilities, but also those suffering from PTSD and TBI’s. Our intended goal is to 
help them enjoy the game of golf with confidence.    
 
Providing opportunities for people with disabilities to become involved in the game of golf 
offers them tremendous physical and mental benefits not just by helping them learn or  
relearn how to hit the ball, but also by involving them in the social aspects of the game.  
 
We are working to not only raise awareness, but to be able to reach as many individuals as 
we can who want to play golf but have been unable. We want everyone to be able to share in 
our passion and love for the game of golf.  

Golf is 

everyone! 

To make a donation to our program, to 
contribute to those who have already given 

so much, please see our website: 
www.norestrictionsgolf.org 

 

 

The Millman N.R.G Foundation, a project of United Charitable Programs – a registered 
501(c)(3) public charity 

FROM COVER VETS Detroit area foundation specializes in helping out wounded vets enjoy the game of golf
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Auto Pro
“Car won’t go; call Auto Pro“

3698 Fashion Sq. Blvd
Saginaw 989.799.6675

Complete auto
1120 W. Genesee Ave

Saginaw MI 48602
989.755.1561

Complete Limo
“Experience the Excellence“

www.completelimo.com
989.755.1561

Crawford Insurance
Patrick Wortley—Owner

Group Discounts thru Saginaw USBC 
989.687.5000

Fast Lane Drive Thru
“Don’t Drive By, Drive Thru“

1200 State St., Saginaw
989.753.9300

Great Lakes Family Dental 
Thomas Dawson
427 N. Michigan

Saginaw 989.755.0991

Jd Motor Sports
Racing Engines

Jim Doak - USBC
Saginaw MI 989.245.8290

PJ’s Trim Shop
`Award Winning Interiors

Hemlock MI 
www.pjstrimshop.com

Saginaw Wheels and Deals
SHANNON GARCHOW - owner

1310 Emily, Saginaw
(989) 755.7781

Slurpee Central
7-Eleven #39

302 W. Broomfield
Mount Pleasant MI 48858

US Sheet Metal, Inc.
Commercial-Industrial Htg.

A/C-Custom Sheet Metal Work
Saginaw - 989-799-4850

Tafel Insurance Agency
Cathy J. Tafel, Agent

989.793.9344
www.cathytafel.com

The Red Zone
Subs and Ice Cream

M-46, Crnr of River/State,
Kingston

Ultimate Landscaping
Complete snow removal services

Landscaping services during spring
and summer

Affordable Pricing
989.792.0397

Please say thank you 
to the below sponsors

PROSTYLE
AUTO GLASS

3353 Bay Road, Saginaw, MI

8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Customizing
Detailing
Add-ons

Mobile Service

Nerf Bars
Truck Accessories

Many other services

Bruce Bauer - Owner
Je� Bauer - Glass Technician

Monday through Friday

989.790.7333
989.714.1945

Hours

“Melanie and Rob will be han-
dling the bar and the restaurant,” 
Schlicker said. “My parents (Ed-
ward and Lynn Taylor) are local 
business owners and know how 
that structure works in this area.”

The new ownership group found 
out that Kimberley Oaks was for 
sale about six months ago.

“It’s a mixture of a lot of dreams 
that came together at the right 
time. Kimberley Oaks provides 
that opportunity for people that 
want to run a restaurant, that’s 
there; for a bar, that’s there; and 
for a business, that’s there. We all 
love the outdoors. It’s one of those 
things that is great for all of us.”

Megan’s husband Andrew, who 
is not part of the ownership group, 
will be running the golf course.

“Our goal is to start out slow 
and make what small improve-
ments we can,” Megan Schlicker 
said. “For us and the community 
to be successful, we need to work 

together; play off each other.
“We have a lot of members of 

the community supporting us and 
we need to do the same for them.

“Kimberley Oaks needs to be a 
feature of St. Charles,” she added. 
“The course is smack in the mid-
dle of the town. It should be the 
hub and we would like to get back 
to that.”

The official transfer of the prop-
erty is expected to take place in 
late February. ♦

Complete Top and 
Autos • Boats • Aircraft

         (989) 793-8275                    Saginaw, MI 48602
www.generaltopandtrim.net

Jim Kinley                                 319 S. Hamilton

10 % off with this ad

Interior Upholstery

GENERAL
TOP AND TRIM CO.

Since 1937

FROM COVER NEW OWNERS 
Local group excited about owning a golf course in their "back yard"

Mike Godard/Strikes n' Strokes
View of the No. 18 green at Kimberley Oaks
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MikE Godard
Strikes n’ Strokes editor
February 2014

Snow has you down. Does it 
look like it’s never going to stop?

Well, you can forget the win-
tery weather by heading to the 
Buck’s Run Simulator at 2320 E. 
Remus Road, in Mount Pleasant. 
The Buck’s Run office (it’s not at 
the golf course) is located on M20 
heading west out of Mount Pleas-
ant.

“We are in our third season,” 
Buck’s Run PGA Professional 
Jon Conklin said. “We only do 
this during the winter months. 
When the course is open, we still 
open this building for club fitting 
by appointments only.”

The Buck’s Run simulator is 
one of many in Michigan. The 
features of this simulator include 
a practice range; capability for 
lessons, club fitting and 15 differ-
ent golf courses with 3D visual 
effects (including seeing the trees 
sway from the windy conditions).

“We can get all the readouts for 
the golfer swing,” Conklin said. 
“We do many lessons here. Be-
sides playing golf, players can use 
the practice range to show their 
shot dispersion. For club fitting 
we can take all the readouts and 
narrow them down from seven 
sets of irons to three or four.”

At first when I hit into the simu-
lator screen, I felt uncomfortable 
as I was swinging indoors. Upon 
swinging my driver a couple of 
times, I realized that I had plenty 
of room. 

“We have a high ceiling.  And, 
once you get loosened up, golfers 
have a tendency to swing harder,” 
Conklin said.  

There are so many options with 
the simulator; too many to men-

tion here. But a couple of them in-
clude taking a mulligan, working 
on accuracy, chipping and even 
putting.

The machine can be adjusted 
to 10, eight or six-foot “gimme” 
putts.

“Since we are timed by the hour, 
you don’t want to beat yourself up 
putting at St. Andrews,” Conklin 
said. “When you come in with 
a group of players we can set it 
(gimme) at 6 feet. But, you will 
get more golf in if the range was 
set up at 10.”

Buck’s Run offers leagues and 
even special contests.

“We can do a longest drive con-
test or a closest to the pin con-
test,” Conklin said. “We have the 
capability to save the contest so it 
can run for awhile. We have many 
corporate events here too.”

When choosing a course, the 
group can choose different tee 
boxes to hit from.

Another fun feature is called the 
“boost.”

“We can have a younger golfer 
(or spouse) come in and we can 
increase the ‘boost’ in their shot,” 

he said. “So, instead of them hit-
ting the ball 70 yards, with the 
boost percentage, the shot will get 
more distance from the computer; 
thus, being able to compete with 
an experienced player.”

There are also choices in what 
nine you want to play on the 
course of your choice. Or, you can 
play any hole in a not-so-particu-
lar order, ie; Hole 1, 5, 2, 8 etc.

“There are 36 modes of play 
on the simulator,” Conklin said. 
“You can even do a fly-by . . . typ-
ically, we suggest turning that off 
because it adds about 20 seconds 
per hole.”

Hours of operation are Monday 
through Friday from 4 p.m. to 10 
p.m. Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m. and Sundays from noon to 9 
p.m.

Other times are available during 

the week by appointment.
“If someone wants to come ear-

lier in the day, we can accommo-
date them,” Conklin said. “Like 
if they want to come in around 
2 p.m. they need to pay for two 
hours to get us to the 4 p.m. nor-
mal opening. So, if people with 
work with us, we will work with 
them. If we need to come in a lit-
tle early we have that flexibility.”

The normal rate for the simula-
tor is $50 per hour (no matter how 
many golfers). Conklin said that 
two experienced players can play 
nine holes in one hour. 

Check out the Strikes n’ Strokes 
coupon below  for additional sav-
ings. The Buck’s Run Simulator 
offers beer sales, pop, GatorAde 
and water along with chips and 
candy bars.

Indoor golf: A great way to cure those wintertime blues

Taking some practice shots before 
a lesson.

SEE SIMULATOR,  Page 10
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But things could change during the 
time frame and I would have to call 
at 8 a.m. the day before.

I had trouble sleeping the night be-
fore because I wanted to make sure 
I got up in time for that phone call.

Once the time rolled to 8 a.m., I 
made the call and was pleasantly 
surprised that she had one tee time 
available for a single golfer at 2:20 
p.m. on the next day. I was informed 
it was a GTF (guaranteed to finish)

I’m going to play Pebble Beach.
We spent the day before sightsee-

ing in the San Jose area. The day 
couldn’t get over quick enough. 

Finally, Pebble Beach Day is here.
We started our one hour and half 

trip down from San Jose to the Mon-
terrey Peninsula and left us plenty of 
time for getting lost, traffic and time 
to enjoy the driving range and put-
ting green.

Arriving at Pebble Beach, I was 
surprised to see the sign above the 
entrance. I was expecting something 
much more elaborate.

That was the only non-elaborate 
item, I would find the rest of the day. 

There is a city within Pebble 
Beach. Surrounding the putting 

green are several shops. There are 
living quarters within the area also.

Need to spend time on the range; 
they will shuttle you back and forth. 
The putting green is near the first tee. 

My caddy came up to me 10 min-
utes prior to our tee time. He intro-
duced himself and promise that we 
will have a good time. 

I had read that using a caddy re-
ally helps your experience and it 
does (that’s another story: See May 
2013). Then I met the three other 
players in my foursome. The three 
of them were friends from Northern 
California for their annual trek.

The starter greeted us and wel-
comed us to Pebble Beach. Then, it 
was our turn. I was the third player 
to tee off. Feeling very nervous, I 
laced my tee shot about 200 yards to 
the left hand rough. Whew, I got the 
ball off the tee.

But, that good feeling didn’t last 
long, as I underestimated the rough. 
My next shot jerked left hit a tree 
and nestled behind it. Now, on my 
third shot, I have to punch out to the 
fairway.

After accomplishing that success-
fully, I promptly put my fourth shot 

on the green. 
My caddy told me my putt would 

break about two cups out and it was 
uphill. 

“Up hill,” I questioned him. He 
said, “yes, give the ball a little 
steam.” 

I just didn’t see it that way (that 
was like that all day). So taking that 
advice, I sank the putt for a five and 
I was on my way.

The rest of the day went the same 
way. I had some great shots, some 
not so great and, when listening to 
my caddy, had some great putts. 

At the same time, I also took in 
some of the most beautiful scenery 
that I have ever seen on a golf course. 

The play was a little slower than 
normal, my caddy said. But, for me 
it was perfect as the times we had to 
wait, I was enjoying the view, tak-
ing many pictures (more than 300). I 
found there were even more beauti-
ful shots as you looked behind you.

As we reached No. 9, I thought 
this really has not flown by. And, by 
walking with my caddy, I think that 
really helped with the pace. 

During the round, we were point-
ed out to several of the more famous 

homes, including one owned by the 
Golden State Warriors owner and 
former houses of Bing Crosby and 
Gene Hackman, that were on the 
course. 

When we got to No. 10, we were 
heading right for Carmel Beach. 
What a sight that was.

After 10, we started back toward 
the clubhouse and the famous two 
holes by the ocean 17 and 18.

Despite, not being oceanic-viewed 
holes, the 12th through 16th holes 
had its own character.

As we were getting closer to the 
finish, it was starting to get a little 
darker. 

But playing the last two holes in 
the sunset with the water in the back-
ground was a great view.

It was a fun time had by all in our 
group. Even the caddies looked like 
they were having fun.

As we were walking off the No. 18 
green, we were greeted by a cart to 
take us back along with a medallion 
celebrating of completing our round.

I finished with a 97. Not bad for 
my first round of golf in 2013. Espe-
cially, since it was on Pebble Beach. 
That was priceless. ♦

FROM PAGE 3 PEBBLE A once in a lifetime trip gave this writer many memories of playing one of the top golf courses in the world

CHad MaXiM
Strikes n’ Strokes contributor
September 2013

In the August 2013 article, we dis-
cussed the importance of transferring 
your weight through the swing and to-
ward the tar-
get.  Build-
ing on that 
fundamental, 
we will talk 
about the turn 
or the pivot in 
the golf swing 
this month.  

This por-
tion of the 
swing can 
help with both distance and accuracy.  
The coil and uncoil of the core generates 
swing speed and increases distance.  

Many of the people that come out for 
lessons place too much emphasis on 

swinging at the ball with their arms and 
hands.  This tends to lead to a very up-
right swing path.  

When the club is upright on the way 
back, it becomes very steep on the way 
down and lowers the margin of error tre-
mendously.  Perfect timing is required to 
hit the ball well from that position and 
consistency suffers.  

With many of my students, we work 
on using the core and turning away from 
the target on the back swing and turning 
to the target on the follow-through.  

Start by getting yourself into good 
golf posture (as described in the May is-
sue of Strikes and Strokes). 

 Next, you want to start turning your 
shoulders away from the target while ro-
tating around your spine.  The hips will 
then start to turn, following the shoul-
ders.  At the back of your golf swing, 
the shoulders should be perpendicular to 
your target line and your back should be 
facing your target.  

One important thing to note is that the 
entire turn happens over your lower half.  
If you get outside your back leg with 
your back hip during the takeaway, you 
have more of a sway than a turn. On the 
downswing, you want the hips to start 
first as they rotate though the swing and 
toward the target. 

 As the hips start to uncoil, the shoul-
ders should start to rotate around the 
spine and catch up with the hips.  

This uncoiling of the body, along with 
proper weight transfer, is where power 
comes from in the swing. 

 At the finish of the golf swing, the 
shoulders and hips should be facing out 
toward the target.  With the proper turn, 
you can shallow out your angle of attack 
and the club will swing through the hit-
ting area longer and on a better plane.  
This will lead to longer, straighter shots.

Remember, practice and repetition 
lead to good habits, so make sure that 
you start with your swing changes in the 

back yard or on the driving range.  
Working on the golf swing during a 

round can be very difficult. Visit your lo-
cal PGA Professional if you need some 
personalized help.  ♦

Editors note: Chad J. Maxim is the 
PGA Head Golf Professional at Apple 
Mountain Golf Club in Freeland. You 
may reach him at 
cmaxim@applemountain.com.

NOTE TO READERS
Chad is a regular contributor for Strikes 
n' Strokes. Check out some of his other 
tips such as, "Stance and position helps 
build a sound golf swing" (June 2013); 
"Tips to get a few more yards and 
straighten out those drives" (July 2013) 
and  "Don't overlook the fundamen-
tals" (May 2013). Check out the www.
strikesnstrokes.com website for previous 
editions of our magazine.

Proper pivoting generates a better swing
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350 Wheeler Road Auburn, Mich.

weather permitting

natural grass tees

Small bucket $3.50 (30-35 balls)

Medium bucket $5 (70-75 balls)

Large bucket $7.50 (95-100 balls)

8 a.m. to dark
Hours

989.662.4511

Full length driving range

Wheeler Road Golf Range

$29 for 18 holes 
and a cart

Full line of Pro Shop merchandise
Come play one of the best manicured public 

courses in the area. Tee times available

Bay County Golf Course

www.baycountygolfcourse.com
email: goikb@baycounty.net

584 West Hampton Road
Essexville, MI 48732-9710

(989) 892-2161

SUMMER SPECIALS
$17 for 9 holes 

NEW WEBSITE ADDRESS

VALLEY VIEW FARM
1435 S. Thomas Rd.,  Saginaw, MI 48609

Come check us out

www.valleyviewfarmgolf.com

Call for availability 989.781.1248

Great course Great greens

Marlette Golf Course
 “Best Kept Secret in the Thumb”

 2701 Golf Course Dr

 989.635.3009

 

UNLIMITED GOLF • 2014
 Monday and Friday

 $10/$20 w/cart per person
 Tuesdays thru Thursdays

 Weekends & Holidays
 $14/$25 with cart per person

Coach House Tavern
Open 7 days at noon

www.marlettegolf.com

North Star Golf Course
4550 S. Bagley Road

On highway 127

(989) 875-3841
2 For 1 Greens Fees; Must rent cart
Not available for league or outing play 

Monday through Friday
Weekends after 3 p.m.

Call for tee times
Must present coupon

Expires Oct. 31, 2014 SNS

Ithaca, MI 48847

Pleasant View 

3424 Barnard Road
Saginaw, MI 48603

Golf  Course

Phone: (989) 791-4768

www.pleasantviewgc.com

Unlimited Golf
$20 walking
$30 w/cart

(Save $5 with this ad)
expires Aug. 31, 2014

MYGOLFDEALS.COM

MikE Godard
Strikes n’ Strokes editor
February 2014

A three-generation family got 
together at Vassar Golf and Coun-
try Club on a typical fall Sunday 
in September of 2013.

It was only the second time the 
Kern family had golfed together.

“They (Steve and Alex Kern) 
were going up for a fishing trip 
near Kalkaska,” said Harry Kern, 
85. “I brought my clubs to play 
golf while they fish. But all of us 
did get out there and golf on that 
trip. That was the first time we 
had played together.”

Harry Kern retired from the Mil-
lington School District in 1989 
after working for there for 37 

years. He was a business educa-
tion instructor. The Frankenmuth 
native graduated from Arthur Hill 
School (Frankenmuth schools 

only went up to ninth grade at the 
time) and then attended Central 
Michigan University.

“After college, I played pro 

baseball in the minor leagues for 
awhile,” Harry Kern said. “I start-
ed to play a little golf but not like 
my brother. He was really into it.

“I started back playing again 
but once I retired, I really got into 
it,” he added. “I can’t complain. I 
work on my game and I play for 
the fun of it.”

Steve, 60, also got into the edu-
cation business.

“When I was a senior in high 
school, I said to myself, ‘my dad 
doesn’t have it so bad, I could do 
that.’ “

So, Steve Kern went into the 
education business . . . also teach-
ing business education like his 
dad. 

Book your Outing, Open House, 

League Openings

Catering by Norm’s Market

Monday & Tuesday morning

Receptions, Outdoor weddings 
with us. Call for details

(989) 823-7221 

 and afternoons

3509 South Kirk Rd.
Vassar Golf and Country Club

Fun on the links for this three-generation family

SEE GENERATION,  Page 14

Mike Godard/Strikes n' Strokes
From left, Harry Kern, Alex Kern and Steve Kern
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ARROWHEAD
GOLF CLUB

ARROWHEAD
GOLF CLUB

1201 Gun Club Rd, Caro, MI 
~ 989.673.2017 ~

www.1arrowhead.net

Owners since 1990
Suzanne and 

Specializing in Golf Outings,
Class Reunions, Banquets

Plan your special event with us!

Kevin Marcola

MikE Godard
Strikes n’ Strokes editor
February 2014

Ken Manor and Jerry Singer 
have been golfing buddies for 
what seems like forever (off and 
on for 48 years). Until Sept. 5 and 
6 of 2013, neither had a hole-in-
one.  Then, each of them aced a 
hole one day after another while 
playing at Spring Valley Golf 
Course in Kawkawlin.

“We were on the No. 3 tee box, 
back on the hill,” Manor said. 
“I hit a 7-wood toward the sun. 
There is a ditch in front of the 
green. I didn’t know if it was in it, 
on or over the green.”

While Manor was looking off 
the green, Singer walked up to the 

hole and found the ball.
While talking with the Spring 

Valley course owner, Craig Mont-
calm, Manor was trying to figure 
out the distance.

“It was about 140 to the center 
and where the tee box was, I’d 
say 138,” Montcalm said. 

“Okay, it was 160,” laughed 
Manor.

That same day, Manor came up 
to the No. 5 hole, another par-3, 
and came away with a birdie.

Then it was Singer’s turn.
The two of them started on the 

fourth hole that day. The next hole 

was the 140-yard par-3 fifth hole.
“I hit a hybrid,” said Singer. 

“The ball was actually going right 
and it must have hit something, 
then bounced on the green and 
ended up going in the hole.

“At first, I thought it was behind 

Monday through Friday before noon
9 w/cart $13; 18  w/cart $20

9 w/cart $16; 18  w/cart $23
Weekday afternoons and weekends

360 Ott Road, Bay City MI 48706

18 Hole Public Golf Course

Between Seven and Eight Mile
1/2 mile from Tri City Speedway

(989) 662-6523

Walking rates are available

WHITE BIRCH HILLS

Family Friendly

Memberships available

7335 Oak Rd., Vassar, Mi 989.871.9703
www.golfthewillow.com

Rates paid before Feb. 28 2014
Family $660; Couple $600; Single $480

Family $730 Couple $670; Single $550
Also available: 

Rates paid after Mar. 1 2014

Call 989.205.0648
Present this ad and receive $25 off above rates
Senior rates and College age single rates

Genesee Valley 

5499 Miller Road 
Swartz Creek, MI 

Just minutes off
I-75 or I-69

Look forward to seeing you

(810) 732-1401

SNS

Well-manicured golf course
Call for our spring rates

Meadows

Spring Valley Golf Course

2635 E. Beaver Road

One mile west of Bay City State Park
Kawkawlin MI 989.686.0330

Spring Special

Summer Special

Well-manicured 9-hole course

Two golfers with cart $27

Two golfers with cart $33
Two seniors  (60-over) with cart $26

SnS

SnS

Excludes leagues and outing play

Excludes leagues and outing play

Expires April 30, 2014

Expires August 31, 2014

Tuesday-Wednesday Special
Two for one coupon

for availability

Not valid with any other o�er
Usual price $65 per golfer

Call 231.585.7090

6500 Nicklaus Dr
Gaylord MI 49735

SnS2014 

Good any day of the week
Two for one coupon

for availability

Not valid with any other o�er
Usual price $45 per golfer

Call 231.585.7090
SnS2014

6500 Nicklaus Dr
Gaylord MI 49735

1508 N. State Road 
Ithaca, MI 48847 

 
(989) 875-4612 

 
www.thefieldsgolfcourse.com 

 

JUST OFF 127 ! 
 

GREAT COURSE! 
 

CALL FOR TEE TIMES! CA
LL

 F
O

R 
TE

E 
TI

M
ES

 
98

9-
87

5-
46

12
 

EXPIRES 10/31/14 

$80 
4 PLAYERS  

18 HOLES W/CART 
 

$$ SAVE $$ 

HOLEINONEGOLFBOOK.COM

Two friends, two golfers, two aces in two days

SEE ACES,  Page 15
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“If the group wants to stop at 
Jimmy Johns for some subs or 
grab a pizza, they can. We allow 
those items to come in because we 
don’t offer those services. But, for 
beer and pop they must purchase 
that here,” Conklin said.

“We had a group that rented the 
simulator, brought some food, 
played golf and watched one of 
the NFL playoff games during 
their time frame,” he added.  

For the first-timers, Conklin will 
give a short tutorial on how to use 
the machine.

“When they come in for the first 
time we give a 20-minute dem 
onstration,” he said. “I take you 

through the process from the driv-
ing range to the course. Practice a 
few chip shots, few putts.

“Because this is done on a time 
basis, not an amount of holes, you 
have the option to take your time 
or play faster. By demonstrating 
on how to use (simulator) it al-
lows to you understand what you 
are doing. I don’t think we would 
have repeat business if we just 
threw you out there.”

So the next time your significant 
other wants to go to the Soaring 
Eagle Casino, take your clubs and 
stop at the Buck’s Run simulator. 
It’s a great way for us golfers to 
cure the wintertime blues. ♦

FROM PAGE 6 SIMULATOR Have a good time playing indoor golf

Courtesy photos
Above, check out the pro shop supplies at 2320 E Remus Rd at the 
Buck's Run office. Below, is the 3D simulator screen..
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Located	  in	  the	  heart	  of	  the	  
Great	  Lakes	  Bay	  Region	  

4519	  N.	  River	  Road	  
Freeland,	  MI	  	  48623	  	  	  	  	  	  989-‐781-‐6789	  

www.applemountain.com	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Opening	  Special	  
Valid	  thru	  April	  30,	  2014	  

$35	  Includes	  Cart	  
	  	  

	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  “Playing	  Conditions	  at	  Apple	  Mountain	  are	  Perfect.”	  –	  Golf	  Digest	  
 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Golf	  Special	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Valid	  May	  1	  -‐	  June	  30,	  2014	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  $45	  Per	  Golfer	  
Tee	  Times	  Required.	  	  Book	  online	  or	  call	  The	  
Golf	  Shop	  at	  989-‐921-‐9518.	  	  Not	  valid	  with	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
organized	  play.	  	  No	  photocopies	  please.	  	  
Must	  present	  coupon	  to	  receive	  
special.	  	  Dress	  Code:	  	  Collared	  Shirt	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  SS	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

  

 

Greenbrier
Golf Club

9350 N. Lapeer Road
(M-24)

Mayville, Michigan
989.843.6575

No. 14 green area

Valid until May 31, 2014

Valid until end of golf season 2014

Spring Special

Summer Special

Family Fun, Great Service

18 holes w/cart $18

Buy one; get one greens fees
cart not included

call for tee times: must present coupon  sns

Mike Godard/Strikes n' Strokes
A little croquet anyone. Last sum-
mer while the Ladies on the Links 
golf outing at Apple Mountain 
was held, the non-golfers were 
treated to some croquet on the 
courts set up on the driving range.
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   “As a new member I didn’t know what to expect—having always been a public course player.  What I found was the 
course is always in great shape, the staff is eager to please, but the members are the best part.  They made my family feel 
like we had belonged for 20 years.  My kids love playing golf now.  I would highly recommend the Maple Hill 
experience to anyone who likes to golf.” 

Mark Rankin 
 

I am a new resident of Saginaw, and after having a chance to play the course, I had to join!  The course is always 
phenomenal!  I’ve met several new friends.  You can always find a game, and you never wait to play.  I’m looking 
forward to a long future of great golf at Maple Hill.” 

Mike VanEck 

    “Maple Hill has been a Godsend to me for the last 43 years.  The thing I admire the most about  “The Hill” is that 
members are golfers not socialites.  Very seldom does it take 4 hours to play a round.” 

Mike Humphrey,   2010 District Senior Champ & 5 time District Champion 

         Beautiful Pool                     Tournaments                    Youth Programs                      
 

 

 

 

Give us a call and leave your name and number or leave a message on our website “Membership” page so we can 
tailor a membership for you! 

(989) 642-8204  -- 540 S. Orr Rd., Hemlock, MI 

www.maplehillgolfclub.net  -- “LIKE” us on Facebook 
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Sycamore Hills Golf Course
2013 MGCOA Golf Course of the Year

With Lodging Opportunities

Michigan Golf Course Owners Association
“The Voice of Michigan’s Golf Business”

NORTH

2014

Golden
Passbook

To Michigan Golf

With Lodging Opportunities

Michigan Golf Course Owners Association
“The Voice of Michigan’s Golf Business”

2014

Golden
Passbook

To Michigan Golf
EAST

Sycamore Hills Golf Course
2013 MGCOA Golf Course of the Year

With Lodging Opportunities

Michigan Golf Course Owners Association
“The Voice of Michigan’s Golf Business”

2014

WEST
Golden
Passbook

To Michigan Golf

Sycamore Hills Golf Course
2013 MGCOA Golf Course of the Year

7225 S. Three Mile Road
Bay City, MI 48706

(989) 684-2611
www.baycitycountryclub.com

Bay City
Country 

Club

Use your PC or laptop to input

TEE TIMES AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC

this special promo code BCCC20SS

at www.baycitycountryclub.com
to get 20% o� any online tee time

Expires - June 15, 2014
Valid up to 4 players

Courtesy photo/Terry Clarkson
Check out the Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island in the background.
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For Tee T imes and more, call 989.697. 3531 
or visit us online at www.GolfMapleLeaf.com

MYGOLFDEALS.COM

WAN VALLEY & CROOKED CREE S K 
 THINKING ABOUT MAKING A 

CHANGE IN YOUR LEAGUE?  
COME VISIT OUR COURSES!!! 

 
 2014 MEMBERSHIP SPECIALS 

COVER COMPLETE ACCESS TO 
BOTH OF OUR BEAUTIFULLY 
MAINTAINED COURSES. 

 
 DON’T FORGET TO GRAB 

LUNCH AT OUR RECENTLY RENOVATED 
CREEKSIDE BAR & GRILLE.  A FULL MENU 
OF FOOD & DRINKS ARE AVAILABLE BEFORE 
OR AFTER YOUR ROUND. 

 
 CALL TODAY TO BOOK AN OUTING OR 

CHECK OUT OUR SPRING RATES. 

9521 Highland Green Dr. & 9387 Gratiot Rd., Saginaw, MI 48609 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT US: 
SWAN VALLEY (989) 781-4653 

CROOKED CREEK (989) 781-0050 
WWW.THECREEKANDTHEVALLEY.COM 

FIND US ON FACEBOOK 

FROM PAGE 8 GENERATIONS Only second time on the course together
Steve Kern retired from the 

Lapeer School district after 27 
years there and 35 altogether. 
Now, he and his dad are playing 
in a league together.

“I was only a two-or-three 
time-a-year player for a long 
time,” he said. “until I started 
playing in a league with my dad. 

"He (Harry) beats me every 
time we go out. I am not a golfer. 
I play for fun and I get to spend 
one day a week with him golf-
ing.”

Alex’s first experience on the 
course came with his grandpa 
Harry.

“All he was interested in was 
driving the darn cart,” Harry 
laughed. The two would play to-
gether a couple times per year.

“I just started playing a little 
more golf with my buddies from 
school (Valley Lutheran and 
Saginaw Valley),” Alex said.

“I bought my first set of clubs 
this past summer. This has been 
fun, playing with my dad and 
grandpa.” ♦

www.twinoaksgolfclubfreeland.com

TWIN OAKS GOLF CLUBTWIN OAKS GOLF CLUBTWIN OAKS GOLF CLUB

coupon expires May 31, 2014 • SnS

coupon expires May 31, 2014 • SnS

9 Holes w/cart $16 18 Holes w/cart $25
Mon. - Fri. Until 3 pm

Mon. - Fri. Until 3 pm
SENIOR SPECIALS

WEEKENDS

WEEKENDS

•

9 Holes w/cart $18 18 Holes w/cart $27•

9 Holes w/cart $13 18 Holes w/cart $21•

9 Holes w/cart $14 18 Holes w/cart $24•

Not valid for holidays, outings or league play

Not valid for holidays, outings or league play

27 Well Groomed Holes • Restaurant & Lounge
Courteous Staff • Golf Outings

6710 W. Freeland Rd. • 989.695.9746 Mike Godard/Strikes n' Strokes
Harry Kern chips onto the No. 6 green at Vassar Golf Course.
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Sawmill Special

Full service pub for before or after your round

Free Large Bucket of Balls
With the current seasonal rate purchase

of 18 holes with cart

special, leagues or outings
expires Aug 31, 2014

must bring ad with you

Not valid with any other 

www.thesawmill.com

19 Sawmill Blvd.
Saginaw, MI 48603

989.793.2692

Beech Hollow Golf Course
989-695-5427

Good anytime
9 holes w/ct $17.00

18 holes w/ct $27.00
Senior  Special

Mon - Fri till 3 p.m.
9 holes w/ct   $13.00
18 holes w/ct $22.00

 
coupon expires 08/31/2014 SNS

www.beechhollowgolf.com 

3260 South Fenmore Road
Merrill, Michigan  989-643-7475

Golf 18 holes with cart $25

(with tee times)
Weekdays before noon 

Good 1-4 golfers only
No holidays, leagues, 

Expires Oct. 31, 2014
outings or groups

HOLEINONEGOLFBOOK.COM

www.mayanagency.com

FROM PAGE 9 aCES Lifetime friends finally get their hole-in-ones

the pin.  But then, when we got up there, we realized I had one.”
And their round wasn’t over yet. Singer then birdied the par-3, No.3 

hole.
“I didn’t realize the significance of that until after our round,” Singer 

said. “We both ended up having to use only three strokes on the two 
par-3s on those two days.”

So, what they would like to do for an encore?
“I called my son (Joe Manor, who is a recognized bowler in Michi-

gan) and told him that we are trying to get a foursome into a hole-in-
one tournament. But he can’t play, because he hasn’t gotten one,” Ken 
Manor laughed. ♦

Mike Godard/Strikes n' Strokes
Ken Manor, above, strikes the ball off the fairway.

Mike Godard/Strikes n' Strokes
Jerry Singer, above, putts the ball on the No. 6 green.

Where Am I?

The Special 
Golf Supple-
ment answer 
is the No. 6 
hole at Pebble 
Beach.
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If I was good enough not having 
to use those clubs, I’d be qualify-
ing for the Saginaw Districts.

Needless to say, I am not that 
good and still haven’t qualified 
for the districts.

But I love the game of golf. I 
have tried lessons, and they have 
worked to a degree, but still not 
enough to get me to that level.

Over the years, I have come 
to an understanding on what my 
abilities are in the game of golf. 

Then several years ago, I read 
about an initiative that the USGA 
and PGA came up with about 
Teeing it Forward. The premise is 
about playing to your driving ca-
pabilities.

Posted online under Tee it For-
ward (see chart): many amateurs 
are regularly hitting approach 
shots on a par-4 hole from 185 to 
205 yards. The fact is, most bogey 
golfers only hit approach shots 
generally with any accuracy from 
within 170 yards. 

When you TEE IT FORWARD, 
you have the potential to hit ap-
proach shots from 145 to 165 
yards.

My average drive is about 200 
yards…210 or 220 on a good day 
(probably wind-aided).

 I know that for a fact, as I had 
my swing speed tested at 80 mph 
(miles per hour). I have been told 
the rule of thumb is two and one 
half yards per mph.

In the Tee if Forward program, 
in order for a 200-yard drive to 
reach the 145 to 165 mark for 
your second shot, you must be 
365 yards or lower. Personally, I 
use the 350-yard mark as my de-
termination for par-4s. I also use 
the 150-yard marker for par-3s.

My favorite club is an 11-wood, 
which I can hit high like a 7-iron. 
By getting to the 150-mark, I 
have a legitimate chance of reach-

ing the green with a normal effort.
Change your way of thinking
The No. 1 drawback to Tee 

it Forward is the notion that the 
front tees are for women only. 

Take that completely out of 
the equation. In fact, many golf 
courses refer to their tee system 
as front, middle and back.

Do you expect a young golfer 
to start hitting from the front tee 
box? 

How many times, when first 
starting out, have you let your 
youngster hit from the 150 mark, 
or start out chipping from a short 
distance away?

Why is that?
Because you don’t want them 

get discouraged and fall away 
from the game that you love to 
play. You want them to have fun. 
Then why don’t you follow your 
own advice? Put the fun back into 
golf. For me, the beginning of the 
year is trying to qualify for the 
District and trying to adapt as best 
as possible to score well from the 
longer distances. Believe me, it 
hasn’t worked yet, and it is very 
hard work. I’m exhausted from 
those rounds.

Shortly after playing in the 
2013 district qualifier, I visited 
Kimberley Oaks and played their 
course from the second set of tees 
(gold). I never realized Kimberley 
Oaks had gold tee boxes.

The golds are set at 5,441 yards, 

nearly 800 yards shorter than the 
whites. 

The day I played, they were a 
little shorter than that. From the 
whites, where I used to play, there 
are seven par-4s that play more 
than 350 yards. From the gold tee 
boxes, only one.

Playing the gold tee boxes at 
Kimberley Oaks was a different 
experience. It was still challeng-
ing, yet a lot more fun. I had sev-
eral chances at birdies and a few 
more pars. 

But, I still had my trouble. Play-
ing the golds is still a challenge; 
you still have to hit it straight.

Just because you move up a set 
of tees doesn’t mean you are go-
ing to shoot par all the time. You 
have to remember your abilities 
will still get you trouble. 

You won’t hit all the greens in 
regulation. 

You will have to create punch 
outs and will have bad shots, sand 
trap shots and, even worse, pen-
alty shots.

And just because you are farther 
down the fairway, you still have 
to hit the green and if you don’t, 
you still have to chip and you still 
have to make your putts.

I shot a 91 that day. I left some 
opportunities out there. I had 
some penalty shots. And there 
were a lot of shots that weren’t 
very good. 

However, it was a lot of fun. I 

had several pars that day and cou-
ple of chances for birdies.

Sander Shrkeli, who owned 
Kimberley Oaks in 2013, is a big 
believer in Teeing it Forward.

“This is a tough golf course,” he 
said. “The average player should 
try to play with closer tees. They 
will tend to enjoy their round a lot 
more.”

Now, there are times when you 
can’t Tee it Forward. Like playing 
in a tournament (ie; District, or 
other such tournaments); scram-
bles or even league play.

A typical 6,200 yard course will 
have four to six par-4s at more 
than 350 yards and several of 
them close to 400 yards. There 
will usually be one or two par-3s 
at more than 150 yards. 

When playing this year’s dis-
trict qualifier at Green Acres Golf 
Course, there were four tees more 
than 370 yards, including three at 
more than 400 yards. 

Two par-3s were more than 200 
yards and another one more than 
180 yards.

But that’s the tournament rules, 
and I also had chosen to play it 
in and follow those rules. (I still 
plan on participating in the quali-
fier every year).

But when you are out playing, 
especially courses you haven’t 
played before, look at the score-
card before you get there (most 
courses have a copy online) move 
up a set of tees or yet, be creative  
. . .  and, most importantly, have 
fun. 

See Page 9: Modify the tee 
boxes to fit your game for the se-
quel to this article. We will look 
at how to be creative in creating 
your own set of tees; what to do 
if you are already hitting from the 
front tees; what it has done for 
me, can do for you and help the 
golf courses. ♦

TEE IT FORWARD 
Recommended yardage

FROM COVER FORWARD Do you want to enjoy the game of golf more? Try playing from a different set of tees; by driving distance not necessarily age

Drive 18-hole yards
275 6700-6900
250 6200-6400
225 5800-6000
200 5200-5400

Drive 18-hole yards
175 4400-4600
150 3500-3700
125 2800-3000
100 2100-2300
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Modify the tee boxes to fit your game
MikE Godard
Strikes n’ Strokes editor
August 2013

The previous page, I wrote about 
the Tee it Forward concept. Several 
readers came up to me after they had 
read it and said they have tried it – 
and really liked it.

Now, some of my playing partners 
also look at the tee boxes and play 
their own modified version of Tee 
it Forward - the initiative started by 
USGA a couple of years ago to make 
the game a little more enjoyable.

For those who missed last month’s 
article, the premise is to hit from a 
set of tee boxes that relates to your 
length of drive (some golfers use an 
age cutoff for moving up to a set of 
tees, although I know of several "se-
niors" that can hit it farther than their 
junior counterparts).

The object of Tee it Forward is to 
allow the game of golf to be enjoyed 
by all players of all abilities.

In many cases, it is very easy to 
adjust your set of tees with courses 
having four or five sets of tees – each 
with a varied distance of yardages.

Let’s say I want to hit from 5,600 
total yards and the tee boxes avail-
able around that range of 5,600 are 
6,000 and 5,200.

I start out looking from the 6,000 
range and work down. I look at all the 
par-3s. I like to play my par-3s from 
150 and below. A place like Green 
Acres has three par-3s that play from 
170 to 200 from the whites. By jump-
ing to the tee level lower, I can trim 
up to 100-150 yards from the total. 
Then take a look at all the par-4s that 
are 400 yards or more. Next, I check 
the par-5s that are 525 yards or less. 
With the par-5s a 200-yard drive and 
a 175-yard second shot gives you the 
150-shot going into the green.

Now mind you, there might be 
only two or three tee boxes. And re-
member, they are not men’s, seniors 
and women’s tee boxes - only For-
ward, Middle and Back. 

Thus, by using the different set 
of tee boxes, you have created your 

own set of tees – one that is tailored 
for your own game. As far as I am 
concerned, laying out the tee boxes 
can happen from tee to tee. Some-
times a well-placed hazard might 
help make up your mind. There is no 
reason to play from a set of tees that 
almost ensures your shot has no shot 
of getting over the hazard.
 A different perspective
 My wife’s average drive is nearly 
100 yards. On a course like the Bay-
ou Golf Course in Freeland, where 
she plays in a Monday night league, 
she shoots anywhere from 47-53 for 
nine holes and usually has fun. But 
get her on a longer course with many 
hazards to clear, I see frustration set 
in.

Rarely is 60 (for nine holes) bro-
ken on those courses and fun starts to 
dwindle from the game (along with 
some golf balls). One Sunday after-
noon, I laid out a Tee it Forward plan 
for her while playing at the Sawmill 
in Saginaw Township. Originally on 
the front nine we had three holes laid 
out to play other than the forward 
tees. In retrospect, we should have 
added two more. She, like many oth-
ers, was reluctant, saying that’s not 
where the tee boxes were located.

On hole No. 7, a long par-four, my 
wife, Linda, hit her tee shot from the 
200-yard marker. On No. 8, a 130-
yard, par-3 with a long force carry 
over water and to an uphill green, we 
had her tee off from a flat area past 
the water about 70 yards from the 
pin. And, finally on No. 9, a par-five 
with water on the right she hit her tee 
shot from 250-yards. Her score on 
those three holes, respectively, were 
5, 3 and 6.

The other two holes that we had 
thought about teeing it forward she 
scored a 7 and a 10. Her final nine-
hole count was a 55. 

The back nine was much the same. 
There were a couple of holes that we 
should have moved up and didn’t. 
But on the ones we did, her scores 
were a lot better. Add a 56 for that 
nine and she was close to her league 
average at a shorter course. And, she 

was much happier than if she would 
have shot a 64 or 65 for the round.
 Not shooting the lights out

 Just because you move up in yard-
age, that doesn’t mean that you are 
going to break par every time. In 
fact, as in my case, my score might 
only improve six or seven strokes on 
the average.

However, with Teeing it Forward, 
you have more opportunities to hit 
the greens in regulation and have a 
realistic chance for birdie or par. But, 
and I mean but, you still have to hit 
your tee shot accurately and get dis-
tance. 

And, you still have to be able to 
chip and putt. That’s where you re-
ally can save strokes off your score

For myself, what really has helped 
me was to improve my confidence. 
Now, when I tee off, I am not trying 
too hard to hit the ball. 

I am more relaxed and now have a 
tendency to hit the ball straighter and 
longer. The better you play, the more 
fun you have. In a recent tournament, 
I played from the gold tees, 5450 
yards. I had 85, 90 and 94 on my own 
ball. But, I had several chances at 
birdies (two that I made) and several 
pars throughout the weekend. And, I 
was n’t even close to par. But, it was 
a lot of fun.

Helping the courses and others
 One underlying factor about Tee-

ing it Forward is that it actually 
speeds up play. Instead of hitting 
the ball 105 times in the round, you 
might be hitting it only 95 and not 
looking for as many lost balls. 

In 2013, at the President’s Day out-
ing at the Saginaw Country Club, I 
played in the four-person scramble. 
The Club Pro, David Tokarsky, used 
a version of Teeing it Forward based 
on ages. With many of the groups 
playing from the second set of for-
ward tees, our round was done in 
three hours and 40 minutes.

 And the final scores weren’t that 
much lower than if the all the groups 
played from longer tee boxes. We 
didn’t have many "gimme" birdie 
putts. 

But, we felt we could hit the green 
every time in regulation from our 
drive. It still came down to putting. 
Tee It Forward does not affect how 
well you play your short game. That 
is still up to you. 

Who wants to play rounds that take 
five hours or more? Not too many 
golfers that I know. And, by playing 
in less time, it would please the golf 
course owners.

Teeing it Forward. Try it!. It’s a 
win-win for everyone.   ♦ 

Mike Godard/Strikes n' Strokes
Linda Godard 'Tees it Forward' by teeing off at the 200-yard marker 
on a long par-4. There's nothing wrong on modifying where you tee the 
ball up, especially if you are having fun.
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Local PGA Professional Doug 
Temple has recently founded 
Doug Temple Golf, LLC. 

The company offers professional 
golf instruction for adult and 
youth of all abilities, offers 
Golf-Cations to destinations 
throughout Michigan and beyond, 
and will run an annual “Swing for 
Charity” event to raise funds for 
local nonprofit organizations.

Doug recently returned to 
Midland when he took the 
position as PGA Professional 
/ Manager at Dick's Sporting 
Goods in Saginaw. 

With a passion for helping 
people get into the game, Doug 
thought it only fitting to reach 
out to mid-Michigan and offer his 
services.  

Doug said, “Golf is one of the 
only sports that can be played 
throughout your entire life.  That’s 
why I want to offer programs for 
kids as young as age six and for 
adults who are just now getting 
into the sport.  

You’re never too young or old 
to enjoy this game.”   

Out of this passion to be 
involved with teaching and being 
around golf, Doug Temple Golf, 
LLC was born.

Doug Temple is a graduate 
of Ferris State University's 
Professional Golf Management 
Program and currently sits on the 
alumni board for the program.  

Doug is in the elite group of 
PGA Professionals who are 
Specialty Certified and is working 
towards his Master Professional 
Status. 

 Doug has honed his teaching 
ability through working with 

National Teacher of the Year 
Jack Lumpkin and Golf Digest 
Schools, holding positions such 
as Director of Instruction for Nike 
Golf Learning Centers, Teaching 
for United States Schools of 
Golf and being a Head PGA 
Professional at several resorts 
and private clubs throughout the 
country. 

 He also founded the “Golf for 
Life” program, which has taught 
the game to hundreds of area kids 
through after-school programs 
and summer camps.  

Doug has more than  17 years 
teaching experience and has 
helped thousands of students 
improve their game and gain 
more enjoyment from golf.

Doug Temple Golf’s in-
structional programming includes 
group, private, and camp formats 
at several locations throughout 
the Tri-Cities.

  One of the goals of Doug’s 
programming is to make learning 
the game affordable and accessible 
for everyone. 

 With this philosophy in mind, 
Doug’s programs are priced 
well below the national average, 
are offered during the day and 
evening, and are taught at easily 
accessible locations.  

Doug will provide all the 
equipment needed for a beginner 
so you don’t have to invest in 
equipment until you find out if 
you like the game.

Golf lessons aren’t the only 
thing Doug Temple Golf offers.  
With the company’s focus on 
keeping people involved in golf 
they will offer destination golf-
cations and youth golf leagues as 
well. 

 Doug Temple will host small 

groups of 11 to 23 golfers on 
a golf-cation to remember.  
Everything is pre-arranged . . 
. lodging, dinner, golf at great 
destinations, and even onsite-
clinics.  

Doug is using his connections 
in the industry to get prices well 
below what you would expect to 
pay, and the red-carpet services  
Doug Temple Golf provides is 
second to none. 

 Doug said, “I have been 
going on trips for years with 
fellow golfers.  These trips allow 
me to meet people and form 
relationships that last forever.   

Golf is a sport with unrivaled 
camaraderie and these golf-
cations truly are special.”  

Junior golfers looking to play in 
a FUN and NEW format should 
register for the PGA’s Junior 
League Program.   

The program is like little league 
baseball but for golf. Teams are 
comprised of about 10 kids of all 
abilities, ages 7 to 13.  

Weekly practices with a PGA 
Professional are held and teams 
compete against other Junior 
League teams from local courses. 

 Doug Temple will be the head 
coach of several teams and is 
currently reaching out to area golf 
courses to help them organize 
their own junior league teams.  

Getting involved is easy. All 
you need to do is go to www.
pgajrleaguegolf.com to research 
your golf course or area, and sign 
up.  

All the details about the program 
are at this site.  

 The format for play is two-
person, 9-hole scramble with the 
ability to substitute in players 
between holes 3 & 4 and 6 & 7.  

Everyone gets to play in a fun, 
non-threatening, and competitive 
format. 

 At the conclusion of the 
season an all-star team will be 
compiled to compete for the state 
championship where the winning 
team will represent Michigan at 
the Nationals. 

 Doug said this nationally-run 
program by the PGA of America 
is only in its third season and 
has seen an increase from 2,000 
participants to over 9,000 in 2013.  

The FUN program is exploding 
in popularity, and I want to 
make sure mid-Michigan golf 
continues to grow through active 
participation in these programs.

Doug Temple Golf will also 
give back to the community 
through the company's “Swing for 
Charity” program.  This unique 
concept works as follows.  

A committee of volunteers is 
organized to raise money for a 
local nonprofit organization.  

The money will be raised 
by hosting a scramble golf 
tournament, dinner and live 
auction event. 

 Any charity can submit a letter 
to Doug Temple Golf and the 
committee will choose which 
organization to receive the funds.

One hundred percent of the 
proceeds from the event will go 
to that charitable organization.  

Each year, a different charity 
will be picked to be the “Swing 
for Charity” fund recipient.  Full 
details are available at www.
DougTempleGolf.com.

 Volunteer committee members 
are still needed and any local 
nonprofit organization can find 
out how to submit a request to 
Doug Temple Golf. ♦

Improving your Game and the Community!

HOLEINONEGOLFBOOK.COM
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Apple Mountain 
4519 N. River Road
Freeland, MI 48623
Toll Free: (888) 781-6789
Phone: (989) 781-6789
www.applemountain.com
  
Arrowhead Golf Club
1201 E. Gun Club Road
Caro, MI 48723
Phone: (989) 673-2017
www.1arrowhead.net
 Bay County Golf Course
584 W. Hampton Drive
Essexville, MI 48732
Phone: (989) 892-2161
www.baycounty-mi.gov
  
Bay City Country Club
7255 Three Mile Road
Bay City, MI 48706
Phone: (989) 684-2611
www.baycitycountryclub.com
  
Bayou Golf Club
4600 North River Road
Freeland, MI 48623
Phone: (989) 781-8181
www.bayougolfclub.net
 
Bay Valley Golf Club
2470 Old Bridge Road
Bay City, MI 48706
Toll Free: (888) 241-4653
Phone: (989) 686-5400
www.bayvalley.com
  
Beech Hollow Golf Course
7494 Hospital Road
Freeland, MI 48623
Phone: (989) 695-5427
www.beechhollowgolf.com
 
Caro Golf Club
1080 East Caro Road
Caro, MI 48723
Phone: (989) 673-7797

Crooked Creek Golf Course
9387 Gratiot Road
Saginaw, MI 48609
Phone: (989) 781-0050
www.thecreekandthevalley.com

County Line Golf Course
2279 South Reese Road
Reese, MI 48757
Phone: (989) 868-4991
Fax: (989) 868-4217
www.countylinegolfcourse.com
  
Currie Municipal Course
1300 Currie Parkway
Midland, MI 48640 
Phone: (989) 839-9600
www.curriegolf.com
  

The Fortress
950 Flint Street
Frankenmuth, MI 48734
Toll Free: (800) 863-7999
Phone: (989) 652-0460
www.zehnders.com
 
Green Acres Golf Course
7323 Dixie Highway
Bridgeport, MI 48722
Phone: (989) 777-3510
www.greenacresgc.net
  
Greenbrier
9350 Lapeer Road, Mayville, MI
Phone (989) 843-6575
 
Green Hills Golf
1699 M-13, North
Pinconning, MI 48650
Phone: (989) 879-2130
 
Kimberley Oaks Golf Course 
1100 West Walnut
St. Charles, MI 48655
Phone: (989) 865-8261
www.kimberleyoaks.com
 

Maple Hill Golf Course
540 South Orr Road
Hemlock, MI 48626
Phone: (989) 642-8680

Maple Leaf Golf Course
158 North Mackinaw Road
Linwood, MI 48634 
(989) 697-3531
www.golfmapleleaf.com

Midland Country Club
1120 W. Saint Andrews Road
Midland, MI 48640
Phone: (989) 832-8866
www.midlandcc.net
Marlette Golf Course  
2701 Golf Course Drive
Marlette MI
Phone 989.635.3009

Mulligans Irish Links
4795 Hospital Drive
Cass City, MI 48726
Phone: (989) 872-8002
 
Pleasant View Golf Course
3424 Barnard Road
Saginaw, MI 48603
Phone: (989) 791-4768
 
Rolling Hills Golf Course
6586 East Milligan Road
Cass City, MI 48726
Phone: (989) 872-3569
 Saginaw Country Club
4465 Gratiot Road
Saginaw, MI 48638
Phone: (989) 793-2860
www.saginawcountryclub.com
 
Sandy Ridge Golf Course
2750 W. Lauria Rd
PO Box 2121
Midland, MI 48642
Phone: (989) 631-6010
www.golfsandyridge.com

Sawmill Golf Club
19 Sawmill Blvd
Saginaw, MI 48603
Phone: (989) 793-2692
www.thesawmill.com
 
Spring Valley
2635 E. Beaver Road
Kawkawlin, MI 48631
Phone: (989) 686-0330

Swan Valley Golf Course
9521 Highland Green Drive
Saginaw, MI 48609
Phone: (989) 781-4653
Fax: (989) 781-2700

The Timbers Golf Club
7300 Bray Road
Vassar, MI 48768
Toll Free: (888) 617-1479
Phone: (989) 871-4884
www.timbersgolfclub.com
 Twin Bridges Golf Course
3260 S. Fenmore Road
Merrill, MI 48637
Phone: (989) 643-7475
 
Twin Brooks Golf Course
1005 N. McKeighan Road
Chesaning, MI 48616
Phone: (989) 845-6403
 
Twin Oaks Golf Course
6710 W. Freeland Road
Freeland, MI 48623
Phone: (989) 695-9746
www.twinoaksgolfclubfreeland.com
 Valley View Farms Golf Course
1435 South Thomas Road
Saginaw, MI 48609
Phone: (989) 781-1248
 
Vassar Golf & Country Club
3509 S Kirk Road
Vassar, MI 48768
Phone: (989)823-7221
   
White Birch Hills Golf Course
360 Ott Road
Bay City, MI 48706
Phone: (989) 662-6523
Willow Springs Golf & CC
7335 Oak Road
Vassar, MI 48769
Phone: (989) 871-5587
www.golfthewillow.com

SnS Area Golf Directory

L & L Fence
Fence Installation and Sales

Open all-year long
Custom Cedar Fences 

are available

Bay City MI 48706
989.671.7339

511 S. Wenona
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Looking for something to do on your golf trip? Find a baseball game near you!

Home games
Data subject to change

DETROIT TIGERS
MarCH 
31 Royals 1:08 p.m.
APRIL
2  Royals 1:08 p.m.
3  Royals 1:08 p.m.
4  Orioles 1:08 p.m.
5  Orioles 1:08 p.m.
6  Orioles 1:08 p.m.
15 Indians 7:08 p.m.
16 Indians 7:08 p.m.
17 Indians 1:08 p.m.
18 Angels 7:08 p.m.
19 Angels 1:08 p.m.
20 Angels 1:08 p.m.
21 White Sox 7:08 p.m.
22 White Sox 7:08 p.m.
23 White Sox 7:08 p.m.
24 White Sox 1:08 p.m.
May
5  Astros  7:08 p.m.
6  Astros  7:08 p.m.
7  Astros  7:08 p.m.
8  Astros  1:08 p.m.
9  Twins  7:08 p.m.
10 Twins  1:08 p.m.
11 Twins  1:08 p.m.
22 Rangers 1:08 p.m.
23 Rangers 7:08 p.m.
24 Rangers 4:08 p.m.
25 Rangers 1:08 p.m.
JunE
3  Blue Jays 7:08 p.m.
4  Blue Jays 7:08 p.m.
5  Blue Jays 1:08 p.m.
6  Red Sox 7:08 p.m.
7  Red Sox 7:15 p.m.
8  Red Sox 1:08 p.m.
13 Twins  7:08 p.m.
14 Twins  4:08 p.m.
15 Twins  1:08 p.m.
16 Royals 7:08 p.m.
17 Royals 7:08 p.m.
18 Royals 1:08 p.m.
30 A's  7:08 p.m.
JULY
1  A's  7:08 p.m.
2  A's  1:08 p.m.
3  Rays  7:08 p.m.
4  Rays  7:08 p.m.
5  Rays  4:08 p.m.
6  Rays  1:08 p.m.
8  Dodgers 7:08 p.m.
9  Dodgers 1:08 p.m.
18 Indians 7:08 p.m.
19 Indians 7:08 p.m.
20 Indians 1:08 p.m.
29 White Sox 7:08 p.m.
30 White Sox 7:08 p.m.
31 White Sox 1:08 p.m.
auG
1  Rockies 7:08 p.m.
2  Rockies 7:08 p.m.

3  Rockies 1:08 p.m.
13 Pirates  7:08 p.m.
14 Pirates  1:08 p.m.
15 Mariners 7:08 p.m.
16 Mariners 7:08 p.m.
17 Mariners 1:08 p.m.
26 Yankees 7:08 p.m.
27 Yankees 7:08 p.m.
28 Yankees 1:08 p.m.
SEPT. 
5  Giants  7:08 p.m.
6  Giants  1:08 p.m.
7  Giants  1:08 p.m.
8  Royals 7:08 p.m.
9  Royals 7:08 p.m.
10 Royals 7:08 p.m.
12 Indians 7:08 p.m.
13 Indians 7:08 p.m.
14 Indians 1:08 p.m.
22 White Sox 7:08 p.m.
23 White Sox 7:08 p.m.
24 White Sox 1:08 p.m.
25 Twins  7:08 p.m.
26 Twins  7:08 p.m.
27 Twins  7:08 p.m.
28 Twins  1:08 p.m.

W. MICHIGAN WHITECAPS
APRIL
8  Wisconsin 6:35 p.m.
9  Wisconsin 6:35 p.m.
10 Wisconsin 12:00 p.m.
11 Beloit  6:35 p.m.
12 Beloit  1:00 p.m.
13 Beloit  1:00 p.m.
21 Bowling Green 6:35 p.m.
22 Bowling Green 12:00 p.m.
23 Bowling Green 12:00 p.m.
24 Bowling Green 6:35 p.m.
25 Fort Wayne 6:35 p.m.
26 Fort Wayne 1:00 p.m.
27 Fort Wayne 1:00 p.m.
May  
5  Lake County 6:35 p.m.
6  Lake County 6:35 p.m.
7  Lake County 11:00 a.m.
8  Lansing 6:35 p.m.
9  Lansing 6:35 p.m.
10 Lansing 7:00 p.m.
15 Lake County 6:35 p.m.
16 Lake County 6:35 p.m.
17 Lake County 7:00 p.m.
18 Lake County 1:00 p.m.
19 South Bend 6:35 p.m.
20 South Bend 11:00 a.m.
21 South Bend 11:00 a.m.
28 Dayton 6:35 p.m.
29 Dayton 6:35 p.m.
30 Dayton 7:00 p.m.
JunE  
4  Great Lakes 7:00 p.m.
5  Great Lakes 7:00 p.m.
6  Great Lakes 7:00 p.m.
7  South Bend 7:00 p.m.
8  South Bend 1:00 p.m.

9  South Bend 7:00 p.m.
19 Fort Wayne 7:00 p.m.
21 Fort Wayne 1:00 p.m.
21 Fort Wayne 7:00 p.m.
22 Fort Wayne 1:00 p.m.
27 Bowling Green 7:00 p.m.
28 Bowling Green 7:00 p.m.
29 Bowling Green 1:00 p.m.
30 Bowling Green 12:00 p.m.
JULY  
1  Lansing 7:00 p.m.
2  Lansing 7:00 p.m.
3  Lansing 7:00 p.m.
16 Peoria 7:00 p.m.
17 Peoria 7:00 p.m.
18 Peoria 7:00 p.m.
19 Burlington 7:00 p.m.
20 Burlington 1:00 p.m.
21 Burlington 7:00 p.m.
29 Lake County 7:00 p.m.
30 Lake County 7:00 p.m.
31 Lake County 7:00 p.m.
AUGUST  
1  Fort Wayne 7:00 p.m.
2  Fort Wayne 7:00 p.m.
3  Fort Wayne 1:00 p.m.
12 South Bend 7:00 p.m.
13 South Bend 7:00 p.m.
14 South Bend 7:00 p.m.
18 Lansing 7:00 p.m.
19 Lansing 7:00 p.m.
20 Lansing 7:00 p.m.
21 Dayton 7:00 p.m.
22 Dayton 7:00 p.m.
23 Dayton 7:00 p.m.
30 Great Lakes 7:00 p.m.
31 Great Lakes 1:00 p.m.
SEPTEMBER
1  Great Lakes 1:00 p.m.

LANSING LUGNUTS
APRIL  
8  Quad City 7:05 p.m.
9  Quad City 7:05 p.m.
10 Quad City 7:05 p.m.
11 Cedar Rapids 7:05 p.m.
12 Cedar Rapids 2:05 p.m.
13 Cedar Rapids 2:05 p.m.
21 Lake County 7:05 p.m.
22 Lake County 7:05 p.m.
23 Lake County 7:05 p.m.
24 Lake County 7:05 p.m.
25 Bowling Green 7:05 p.m.
26 Bowling Green 2:05 p.m.
27 Bowling Green 2:05 p.m.
May
 2 West Michigan 7:05 p.m.
 3 West Michigan 7:05 p.m.
 4 West Michigan 2:05 p.m.
 5 Fort Wayne 7:05 p.m.
 6 Fort Wayne 10:35 a.m.
 7 Fort Wayne 7:05 p.m.
 15 Dayton 7:05 p.m.
 16 Dayton 7:05 p.m.
 17 Dayton 7:05 p.m.

 18 Dayton 2:05 p.m.
 19 Bowling Green 7:05 p.m.
 20 Bowling Green 7:05 p.m.
 21 Bowling Green 10:35 a.m.
 28 Great Lakes 7:05 p.m.
 29 Great Lakes 7:05 p.m.
 30 Great Lakes 7:05 p.m.
JunE 
 4 South Bend 7:05 p.m.
 5 South Bend 7:05 p.m.
 6 South Bend 7:05 p.m.
 7 Great Lakes 7:05 p.m.
 8 Great Lakes 2:05 p.m.
 9 Great Lakes 7:05 p.m.
 19 Bowling Green 7:05 p.m.
 20 Bowling Green 7:05 p.m.
 21 Bowling Green 7:05 p.m.
 22 Bowling Green 2:05 p.m.
 24 West Michigan 7:05 p.m.
 25 West Michigan 7:05 p.m.
 26 West Michigan 7:05 p.m.
JULY
 4 Great Lakes 7:05 p.m.
 5 Great Lakes 7:05 p.m.
 6 Great Lakes 2:05 p.m.
 16 Kane County 7:05 p.m.
 17 Kane County 7:05 p.m.
 18 Kane County 7:05 p.m.
 19 Clinton 7:05 p.m.
 20 Clinton 2:05 p.m.
 21 Clinton 12:05 p.m.
 29 Dayton 7:05 p.m.
 30 Dayton 12:05 p.m.
 31 Dayton 7:05 p.m.
AUGUST 
 7 West Michigan 7:05 p.m.
 8 West Michigan 7:05 p.m.
 9 West Michigan 7:05 p.m.
 10 West Michigan 2:05 p.m.
 12 Fort Wayne 7:05 p.m.
 13 Fort Wayne 7:05 p.m.
 14 Fort Wayne 7:05 p.m.
 21 South Bend 7:05 p.m.
 22 South Bend 7:05 p.m.
 23 South Bend 7:05 p.m.
 24 Lake County 5:05 p.m.
 25 Lake County 7:05 p.m.
 26 Lake County 7:05 p.m.
 30 South Bend 7:05 p.m.
 31 South Bend 7:05 p.m.
September
1 South Bend 2:05 p.m.

GREAT LAKES LOONS
APRIL   
 8 Cedar Rapids 6:05 p.m.
 9 Cedar Rapids 6:05 p.m.
 10 Cedar Rapids 12:05 p.m.
 11 Quad City 6:05 p.m.
 12 Quad City 6:05 p.m.
 13 Quad City 3:05 p.m.
 21 Fort Wayne 6:05 p.m.
 22 Fort Wayne 6:05 p.m.
 23 Fort Wayne 6:05 p.m.
 24 Fort Wayne 6:05 p.m.

 25 Dayton 6:05 p.m.
 26 Dayton 6:05 p.m.
 27 Dayton 3:05 p.m.
May
 5 Dayton 7:05 p.m.
 6 Dayton 7:05 p.m.
 7 Dayton 10:35 a.m.
 12 West Michigan 7:05 p.m.
 13 West Michigan 7:05 p.m.
 14 West Michigan 10:35 a.m.
 15 Bowling Green 7:05 p.m.
 16 Bowling Green 7:05 p.m.
 17 Bowling Green 7:05 p.m.
 18 Bowling Green 3:05 p.m.
 22 South Bend 7:05 p.m.
 23 South Bend 7:05 p.m.
 24 South Bend 7:05 p.m.
 31 Lake County 7:05 p.m.
JunE 
 1 Lake County 3:05 p.m.
 2 Lake County 7:05 p.m.
 10 West Michigan 7:05 p.m.
 11 West Michigan 7:05 p.m.
 12 West Michigan 7:05 p.m.
 13 Lansing 7:05 p.m.
 14 Lansing 7:05 p.m.
 15 Lansing 3:05 p.m.
 19 Dayton 7:05 p.m.
 20 Dayton 7:05 p.m.
 21 Dayton 7:05 p.m.
 22 Dayton 3:05 p.m.
 27 Lansing 7:05 p.m.
 28 Lansing 7:05 p.m.
 29 Lansing 3:05 p.m.
 30 Lansing 7:05 p.m.

JULY
 1 South Bend 7:05 p.m.
 2 South Bend 7:05 p.m.
 3 South Bend 7:05 p.m.
 8 Fort Wayne 7:05 p.m.
 9 Fort Wayne 7:05 p.m.
 10 Fort Wayne 7:05 p.m.
 16 Clinton 7:05 p.m.
 17 Clinton 7:05 p.m.
 18 Clinton 7:05 p.m.
 19 Kane County 7:05 p.m.
 20 Kane County 3:05 p.m.
 21 Kane County 12:05 p.m.
 29 Fort Wayne 7:05 p.m.
 30 Fort Wayne 7:05 p.m.
 31 Fort Wayne 7:05 p.m.
AUGUST
 1 Lansing 7:05 p.m.
 2 Lansing 7:05 p.m.
 3 Lansing 3:05 p.m.
 12 Bowling Green 7:05 p.m.
 13 Bowling Green 7:05 p.m.
 14 Bowling Green 7:05 p.m.
 15 West Michigan 7:05 p.m.
 16 West Michigan 7:05 p.m.
 17 West Michigan 3:05 p.m.
 27 Lake County 7:05 p.m.
 28 Lake County 7:05 p.m.
 29 Lake County 7:05 p.m.

Tigers, Whitecaps, Lugnuts, Loons . . . oh my!!!
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Looking for something to do on your golf trip? Find a racetrack near you!!!
Vroom!!!! Vroom!!!! Here are some race track schedules

TIMES, DATES AND 
EVENTS SUBJECT TO 

CHanGE
CRYSTAL SPEEDWAY

april 
5 Test and Tune Noon
6 Test and Tune Noon
12 2014 Season Opener 
  4:30 p.m.
19 Full Show 4:30 p.m.
26 SOD Sprints 4:30 p.m.
May  
3 Full Show 4:30 p.m.
4 Full Show 4:30 p.m.
17 Full Show 4:30 p.m.
24 Full Show 4:30 p.m.
25 Michigan Traditional Sprints 
  4:30 p.m.
31 Mora Mini Outlaws 
  4:30 p.m.
June  
7 Full Show 4:30 p.m.
14 M.A.R.F.C. 4:30 p.m.
21 Mid-Season Championship 
4:30 p.m.
28 Full Show 4:30 p.m.
July  
2 Full Show & Fireworks 4:30 
p.m.
5 Full Show 4:30 p.m.
12 Full Show 4:30 p.m.
19 SOD Sprints 4:30 p.m.
26 Say Yes To Kids Night 
August  
2 Full Show 4:30 p.m.
9 Full Show 4:30 p.m.
16 Full Show 4:30 p.m.
23 Season Championships 4:30 
p.m.
30 SOD Sprints and Fireworks 
4:30 p.m.
31 Outlaw LM and Open Modi-
fiers 4:30 p.m.

BERLIN RACEWAY
april 
5 Open Practice  1-5 pm
12 Open Practice 1-5 pm
19 Open Practice 1-5 pm
26 Grand Re-Opening - 
 3rd Annual Ice Breaker  
May 
5 Cinco De Mayo 
10 Mother's Day
17 Car Load Night  

24 Memorial Day Celebration
31 80s Night 

June 
7 School's Out 
11 Huge Outlaw Late Model 
Race 
14 Father's Day Celebration 
16-21   159 Ann. Berlin Fair 
16 Berlin Event Fair 
18 West Michigan Off Road   
 Derby 
20 MTPA Tractor Pulls 
21 Night of Destruction 
28 Helen Devos Children's 
 Hospital Night 
July
5 3rd Annual Lee Anderson 
 Memorial Fireworks 
12 Ladies Night 
18 $1 Beer, $1 Hot Dogs 
 Tailgating Competition 
 Post Band Race 
19 The Battle At Berlin 251 
26 64th Anniversary Night! + 
 Christmas in July Kids 
Night- Friends of CASA Night 

August
2 Spectator Drags 
 SLM/MOD/4C/VROA
9 ARCA Racing Series 
 Presented by Menards 200 
 ARCA/SS/WP 
23 Must See Racing Extreme $
 Sprints Engine Pro Night. 
 High School Rivalry Night 
 MSRXSS/MOD/
VROA/4C 
30 The Chet Championship 
Night Fireworks! 
September
5 Keyser Manufacturing Fall 
Classic All Dirt Racing 
12  3rd Annual Keyser Manu-
facturing Down and Dirty 100; 
 World of Outlaws Late Mod-
els. Tailgating Competition, 
Post-Race Band Entertainment 
13 3rd Annual Keyser Manufac-
turing Down and Dirty 100, 
Presented by NAPA Auto Parts 
World of Outlaws Late Models 
24 Engine Pro Sprints on Dirt 
Presented by ARP Night 
 Support Divisions TBA 

GALESBURG
april 
5 Pre-Testing 1PM- 5PM
12 Pre-Testing 1PM- 5PM
19 Opening Night 7 PM
26 Full House Night 7 PM 
May
3 Full House Night 7 PM
 Super Stock Mania 
10 Full House Night 7 PM
 Mini Stock Madness 
17 Full House Night 7 PM
 Pro Stock Rumble 
24 Full House Night 7 PM
 Featuring the “Lane 75” 
 for the Outlaw Super 
 Late Models 
25 Enduro #1 7 PM
 Fireworks after the Show 
 Spectator Drags & 
 Power Puff Race 
31 Full House Night 7 PM
 Super Stock Sonic 
 Nibi Stock Magnum 25 
June
7 Three of a Kind Night  7 PM
21 Full House Night          7 PM
 Pro Stock Cash Bash 
28 LKQ Low Dough Night 
  7 PM
July
4 Enduro #2 7:30 PM
12 Full House Night 7 PM
 Mini Stock Nationals 
19 Full House Night 7 PM
 Featuring “Hoosier 
 Hustle” for the Outlaw 
 Super Late Models 
26 Night of Speed 7 PM
 Outlaw Super Late 
 Models- Super Stocks 
 Cyber Stocks 
August 
2 Low Dough Show 7 PM
9 Full House Night 7 PM
 Featuring the Kalamazoo 
 Klash Tune-up 
12 Open Practice for the Klash 
 5-9 p.m.
13 Kalamazoo Klash XXII 7 PM
 Number One Outlaw Super 
 Late Model Event in the Na-
tion 
16 USAC Special 7 PM
23 Full House Night – All-Star 
  7 PM

Performance 50 for the Super 
Stocks – Cyber Stock Madness 
Autograph Night 
30 Season Championship Night
  7 PM
31 Enduro #3 7 PM
September
6 Call of the Wild 7 PM
13 Night of Destruction 7 PM
26 Super Shoes Nationals XX-
VIII 7 PM
27 Super Shoes Nationals XX-
VIII 04:30:00 PM
28 Super Shoes Nationals XX-
VIII 12:30:00 PM
October
11 Enduro #4 6 PM
2 1/2 Hour “r” -oval at the Zoo 

SPARTAN
april 
19 Test and Tune 11 a.m. - 3 
p.m.
20 Test and Tune 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
25 Opening Night 

May 
2 Spartan Sprints, Spartan 
Stocks, Pony, Stocks, Bandole-
ros, and Mini Cups 
9 Spartan Sprints, Spartan 
Stocks, Pony,  Modifieds, Stocks, 
Bandoleros, and Mini Cups 
16 Spartan Sprints, Spartan 
Stocks, Pony,  Stocks, Michigan 
Legends, and Bandoleros 
23 Flagpole & Road Rage Races 
Pony Stocks and Bandoleros + 1 
25 Slugfest #1 Top Speed 
Modifieds (75) Enduro Figure 
8s  Spartan Stocks, (A50-B40-
C-30), Pony Stocks & Dwarfs 
30 Spartan Sprints, Spartan 
Stocks, Pony, Stocks, Michigan 
Legends, and Bandoleros 
June 
6 Modifieds, Spartan Stocks, 
Pony Stocks,  Michigan Legends, 
and Bandoleros 
14 Outdoor Expo TBA
20 Flagpole & Road Rage 
Races, Spartan Sprints, Pony 
Stocks, Michigan  Legends, and 
Bandoleros 22 Slugfest #2 Top 
Speed Modifieds (75), 
Enduro Figure 8s, Modifieds 

(75), Spartan Stocks, (A50-B40-
C-30), and Pony Stocks 
27 Spartan Sprints, Spartan 
Stocks, Pony Stocks, Michigan 
Legends, and Bandoleros 

July
4 Modifieds, Spartan 
Stocks,and Bandoleros TBA
11 Fun Night #1,  School Bus 
Figure 8, Trailer Figure 8,  
Flagpole & Road Rage Races 
Pony Stocks 
18 Spartan Sprints, Spartan 
Stocks, Pony Stocks, TBA
 and Bandoleros OR Rain 
Date For Fun Night #1 
25 Spartan Sprints, Spartan 
Stocks, Pony Stocks,and Ban-
doleros, +1 
27 Brian Heeney “Wild Cherry 
100”,Slugfest #3, Enduro 
Figure 8s, Modifieds, Spartan 
Stocks, (A50, B40, #30),and 
Pony Stocks 

August
1 Spartan Sprints, Spartan 
Stocks, Pony Stocks, Michigan 
Legends, and Bandoleros 
8 Modifieds, Spartan Stocks, 
Pony Stocks,Bandoleros, and 
Dwarfs 
15 Spartan Sprints, Spartan 
Stocks, Michigan Legends, and 
Bandoleros 
22 Modifieds, Spartan Stocks, 
Pony Stocks, Michigan Legends, 
and Bandoleros 
29 Spartan Sprints, Michigan 
Legends, Bandoleros, and Mini 
Cups + 1 
31 Harvest 300+ (Rain Date 
9-7) Slugfest #4,  Enduro 
Figure 8s, Modifieds, Spartan 
Stocks, (A100, B40, #30),and 
Pony Stocks 
September
5 Fun Night #2 (Rain Date 
9-12)School Bus Figure 8,  
Trailer Figure 8/Flagpole,  Pony 
Stocks, and PS Powder Puff 
7 Harvest 300+ (Rain Date For 
8-31) 
12 Fun Night #2 (Rain Date 
9-5) 
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* Smoke Free Environment

Mon.-Thur. 11 a.m. - 11 p.m. • Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m. - 12 p.m. • Sunday 12 p.m. - 10 p.m. 
4880 Gratiot • Just East of Center • Call for Take Out 989.249.0800

Check out our big screen TVs

Lunch Specials $599
Mon. - Fri. 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Happy Hour 
Mon.-Fri 3 -6 p.m.

DOMESTIC 
DRAFTS

DOMESTIC 
DRAFTS

DOMESTIC DOMESTIC 
PITCHERS

$1 25$1 25

$5 95

Looking to relax after
golf, just stop on in!!! Strikes n’ Strokes

Where am I?

Original sponsor of

Where am I?

ENTER TO WIN A CHANCE FOR A DOZEN GOLF BALLS.
Where am I?  Guess where this hole is and have a chance to win a dozen of Titleist Pro V1s.  Send your reply of what hole number and 
the course of the above pictures to golftrivia@hotmail.com or mail a postcard to Strikes n’ Strokes, 1308 Houghton Ave, Saginaw MI 
48602. Entries must be submitted or postmarked by Aug. 31, 2014. Include complete mailing address with your response. We will mail out 
the dozen to one lucky winner after Labor Day of 2014. This contest is sponsored by Beef O' Brady's in Saginaw.

SPECIAL 
EDITION
Where 
am I?
The answer to this 
week’s hole lies some-
where within this issue 
of Strikes n’ Strokes. 
We would like every-
one to have a chance to 
win — even the non-
golfer. 
This special edition we 
will give out a dozen 
of Titleist Pro V1 golf 
balls.

From the tee to the green

Contest Sponsored by
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